     NYSDOT, PUT SIDEWALK GUARDRAILS BACK on the WESTERN GATEWAY BRIDGE
          - help protect pedestrians, cyclists and all sidewalk users before we have a tragedy -


When the New York State Department of Transportation [DOT] re-decked the Western Gateway Bridge [WGB] between Scotia and Schenectady in 2013, it took down the guardrails that had protected sidewalk users from the Bridge's busy and fast traffic for 40 years, and never replaced them.  DOT also widened the east sidewalk to 10" to make it a two-way bike-pedestrian trail, which will mean more and faster cyclists sharing the sidewalk with people on foot (families, couples, students, seniors, etc.).  Now, after a $16.9 million rehab project, only a 6" curb protects sidewalk users from roadway traffic and nothing prevents them from falling onto the roadway if they are startled or pushed; are absentminded or clumsy; or fall when the surface is slippery. 
· Many states and standard-making groups require railings or other barriers between the roadway and sidewalks when traffic is as fast as on WGB

· DOT says it will not install guardrails, that the Bridge is safer now, and that this is no different than having only a curb along a city street

· We demand DOT install sidewalk guardrails on WGB immediately.
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